
Kia ora koutou            12 May 2020 
 
It was awesome to hear Jacinda Ardern’s confirmation that schools would reopen for all 
students on Monday 18th May. 
We are really excited about this and can’t wait to welcome the children back on site next 
week. 
 
It’s been a strange couple of weeks for me as the Acting Principal here at your lovely 
school and I’m looking forward to meeting everyone next week. 
 
It is reassuring to hear how well our country has done at minimizing the impacts of 
COVID-19. Alert Levels 4 and 3 have not been easy for our staff, students and our  
families but we should feel justifiably proud of the way we have banded together to  
safeguard our country’s health. 
 
The Prime Minister has advised that in Alert Level 2 schools are safe environments for 
children, young people and staff and that additional public health control measures are in 
place to prevent the spread of disease and to support contact tracing.  
 
I want to assure you that the school will be following the Ministry of Health and Ministry  
of Education Guidelines to provide a safe and secure environment for every child on site.  
 
A major priority for our staff is to ensure that the mental health and well-being of our  
students is paramount. The school recognises the need for the children to feel safe and  
secure and every effort will be made for this to occur. The teacher’s have already 
planned some fun circle time activities for the children when they return. Learning from 
Home will be discontinued this week. 
 
We aim to minimise the risk of our students being infected and to ensure we can identify 
and contact anyone who has been in close contact. 
Because we are a very small school, we can easily track and trace our students should 
the need arise. 
We ask that parents and caregivers continue to drop off their child at the school gates 
while we remain in level 2. The Juniors (Years 1-3) are to use the single entrance gate 
next to the double gates by the court and the Seniors (Year 5-8) will enter via the double 
gates at the bottom corner of the field. 
 
Before School Care will be suspended until Level 1 but After School Care will be availa-
ble from Monday18th May.             



Zone Sports have been cancelled this term for all schools. Year 7/8 Technology at  
Philipstown will resume on Friday 22nd May. 
 
Physical distancing is a good precaution to prevent the spread of disease but we realise 
that it will be challenging to uphold this guideline especially with the younger children. 
 
Under Alert Level 2, we advise any students and staff to stay at home if they are sick, and 
we will send anyone home immediately if they show any symptoms. Please contact Rebec-
ca at school if your child will not be attending school during Level 2. 
 
Our school has safe and sensible practices to maintain the health and safety of everyone 
on the school site. These include: 
• Surfaces being cleaned thoroughly twice daily. 
• Coughing into elbows only. 
• Hand-washing regularly. 
• Use of hand sanitiser. Students can bring their own bottles for personal use or we can  
• refill any small bottles for them. 
• If your child is used to wearing a mask and prefers to do so, they can do so at school. 
• Children must have a named water bottle as we won’t use the water fountains during  
• level 2. 
 
It’s important however that not just at school but at home, safe hygiene habits are practised 
by everyone, as this is essential to minimise the risk that someone gets infected with Covid-
19.  
 
For more information about the public health measures at Alert Level 2, you can visit the 
covid19.govt.nz website: https://covid19.govt.nz/ 
 
We will be continue to update you as the need arises. 
 
Meanwhile, continue to take very good care of yourselves and your families. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact either Rebecca 
(Office Manager) a teacher, or myself. 
 
Ngā mihi 
 
Margaret Coleman 
Relieving Principal 
 
Welcome to New Students 
This Term we welcome Lucy and Anouk to the Tui Room. We know you will enjoy your time 
at our lovely school.  
 
Thanks! 
Finally a huge thank you to all our wonderful teachers who have been working so hard dur-
ing this unusual time and an extra thanks to Liza Rossie for being on site teaching as well 
as online. 

Update 


