
                10 August 2020 
Kia ora tātou, 
 
What a beautiful weekend we had in Ōtautahi! The ākonga are certainly enjoying being 
out in the sunshine during their morning tea and lunch breaks at the moment. It has been 
a great opportunity for me to head out and meet the students. I have also enjoyed meet-
ing whānau at the gate before and after school. Everyone has been so welcoming and 
kind - thank you.  
 
I spent the afternoon with the tamariki of Tūī room on Thursday last week and enjoyed 
their waiata, E Tu Kahikatea. I thought it so apt that our youngest ākonga are learning a 
waiata about standing tall and standing together. 

 
  E tu kahikatea    Stand like the kahikatea (tree) 

 He whakapai ururoa   to brave the storms 
 Awhi mai awhi atu   embrace one another 
 Tatau tatau e!    We are one together 

 
I am looking forward to joining our seven students competing on Wednesday at the Can-
terbury Cross Country event being held at Halswell Quarry. It’s a privilege to be able to 
cheer on these young athletes as they run their hearts out. It’s a big step up from a 
school event to Zones, and then another big step up again to Canterburys. We wish them 
steady starts, sustainable pacing and fast finishes! 
 
Our school assembly last week was short and sweet, but I wanted to acknowledge the 
whānau who came along to see their tamariki receive a certificate. I can tell that this fort-
nightly celebration is really important for the students and I was impressed by the thought 
that kaiako put into choosing certificate recipients. I can’t wait to be back in the Whare 
Pukapuka | Library together so that we can bring some sharing of learning back into the 
assembly.  
 
We are now in the final stage of the build project, due to be completed in November. 
While I am still getting my head around the details, I want to acknowledge all of the work 
that Judy and the current and previous Boards did to bring this project to fruition. It has 
been a lot of time and mahi on their parts, on top of “real”  jobs (for the BOT) and many 
layers of “other” work (for the tumuaki). 
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A heartfelt thank you also goes out to Margaret Coleman, who was your acting principal 
and acted as a mentor and advisor for me in the lead up to starting here last week. Her 
experience and wisdom were invaluable and I know she enjoyed getting to know you all.  
 
Lastly, I want to recognise the kaiako and support staff who have helped me find things, 
reminded me of children’s names, and welcomed me so warmly. They are an asset to the 
kura and the community.  
 
Nāku iti noa, nā 
 
Meagan Kelly 
Tumuaki 
 
Calendar 
August      
Monday 17th      BOT Meeting 6.00pm 
September 
Monday 14th –18th    Māori  Language Week 
Friday  18th      Junior School Trip to the 
Museum  
Monday 21st       BOT Meeting 6.00pm 
Friday 25th      End of Term Assembly 
 
Certificates in Assembly 
Congratulations to the following students who received certificates in Assembly last  
Friday. 
 
Tui      Sylvan, Ashton, Bella and Cleo 

Korimako    Hunter, Rupert and Alma 

Piwakawaka    Seb, Innes, Brooke and Isobel 

Kereru     Fynn A, Millie and Taylor  

     

Sports Shed 
This week we are reinstating a 'Sports Shed Lending System' at break times. This will  
allow students to sign out a number of sports items for them to be able to play with at 
break times. Gear will be signed out and signed back in at the end of break times once 
they return it. This will hopefully encourage greater respect and responsibility 
amongst the students for the school equipment.   
The PTA has kindly offered to fund a few extra fun pieces of equipment for the students 
but we would love any donations of balls that you may have spare at home and no longer 
require. Things such as soccer, basketball, or rugby balls. Equipment in good condition 
only, please. Please drop these off into the Kereru room. Thank you.  
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Term Dates for 2021 
Please see below the Term dates including public holidays and teacher workload dates 
for 2021. 
 
Term 1 
Tuesday 2 February --> Friday 16 April  
Teacher only day: Monday 1 February 
Waitangi Day observed: Monday 8 February 
Easter: Friday 2 April, Monday 5 April, Tuesday 6 April 
 
Term 2 
Monday 3 May --> Friday 9 July  
Teacher workload day: Friday 4 June 
Queen's Birthday: Monday 7 June 
 
Term 3 
Monday 26 July --> Friday 1 October  
Teacher workload day: Friday 27 August 
 
Term 4 
Monday 18 October --> Thursday 16 December (finish at 12:30pm)  
Teacher workload day: Monday 15 November 
Labour Day: Monday 25 October 
Show Day: Friday 12 November 
 
We have included three teacher workload days in our planned dates for 2021. These 
days are part of the teacher collective agreement to address issues of workload at high 
stress points - usually around assessment and reporting times. Teachers can use these 
days for planning, marking assessments, working collaboratively to moderate assess-
ments, engaging in professional development, or any other way they decide will help im-
prove teaching and learning for the ākonga at Ōhintahi.  

We have attached these days to long weekends where possible (Terms 2 and 4) and 
have created a long weekend (for you!) in Term 3.  

Thank you for your support of our incredible team! 

 

Scholastic Book Club 
Book Club brochures went home last week. You can order online and the items will be 
sent to the office or you can pop your order into the office drop box. Please have all or-
ders completed by Friday 14 August. 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE: Quiz night at Harbour House 
Saturday the 19 of September, at 7 pm  
Supporting the Year 8 end of year trip to Wellington. 
Lots of amazing auctions and prizes. Live music, drinks, and nibbles. 
More info to come but start getting your teams together for an amazing night of fun. 
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