
 
   

  
26 May 2020 
 
Kia ora and welcome to the update from the Governors Bay School – Te Kura o Ōhinetahi 
Board of Trustees (BoT). This newsletter works in parallel with the published BoT agendas and 
minutes on the school website, to keep you up to date with what we are working on.  
 
Term 2 Update 

I would really love to start this update with a HUGE thank you from the BoT to all staff, 
parents/caregivers/students and the wider community for the past 8 weeks. We definitely had to 
shift quickly in regards to the way we did things and it was amazing to see how the staff 
responded as well as our students and their parents/community. With that said it is lovely to see 
everyone back on site.  

Principal Update  

The BoT is pleased to inform you that after a thorough search and recruitment process we have 
appointed a new Principal for Governors Bay School - Te Kura o Ohinetahi. Currently Deputy 
Principal at Mount Pleasant School, Meagan was easily the most impressive candidate in the 
selection process. She has an abundance of experience in teaching and school management 
and leadership. What particularly impressed the panel was her focus on quality engagement 
with the wider school community, her passion for her students well-being and their educational 
outcomes, and capacity to access and utilise the resources available from external school 
clusters. She is a creative leader who is child-centric and understands how to motivate teaching 
teams to maximise student achievement.  

Meagan will be joining us in Term 3 with a formal start date of Monday 3 August 2020. However 
she will begin visiting the school, and in particular the classrooms, soon. In the meantime 
Margaret Coleman will continue to lead the school until Meagans start date. We’re extremely 

       
 
        www.governorsbay.school.nz 
      Email: secretary@governorsbay.school.nz 
      Address:1 Jetty Road, Governors Bay, RD1, Lyttelton 8971 
      Phone:03 329 9854 

mailto:secretary@governorsbay.school.nz


 
   

  
grateful for Margarets expertise and she is working well above and beyond to position the 
school for Meagan to transition into the role.  

It was certainly a challenging recruitment process. Our selection criteria was very stringent, 
reflecting the feedback from staff, community and the BoT and alignment with our school vision 
and values as well as guidance from our consultant. It quickly sorted applicants which did not 
reflect the necessary characteristics but surfaced other extremely strong candidates. We 
weighed our decision carefully and in fact had to delay our decision in order to further 
investigate some particular considerations. The toughest part was that each of our finalist 
candidates had many strengths in multiple areas! We felt privileged to be deciding between 
several candidates who would have been more than adequate, but ultimately we believe we 
have made the best choice for our school, its learners, staff, and community. Meagan is not only 
an excellent educator and leader, she also brings an abundance of experience in outdoor 
education and loves enjoying her surroundings - she will fit right in with the bay. 

This will be Meagans first permanent Principal role and the Board and the Staff are committed 
to ensuring Meagan is supported as she takes the next step in her career. We would ask that 
everyone support her in this transition and make her feel welcome.  

We can not wait to welcome Meagan to the team and look forward to formally welcoming her to 
our school in due time.  

Nāku iti noa, nā 

The Board Of Trustees 
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