
               19 October 2020 
  
Kia ora anō, 
This week we are celebrating the power of storytelling, with our Book Week. A huge 
thank you to Liza Rossie, who has put so much time and effort into organising the  
activities and book fair for you to enjoy. No doubt your tamariki have come home with 
their book wish lists… A good opportunity for some early Christmas shopping, I reckon! 
The school earns funding for its school library with every purchase, so every book you 
buy helps us out. This is particularly exciting as we prepare to move back into our admin 
space and free up the current makeshift office to be reborn as the whare pukapuka 
(library).  
 
The headline event this week is the Book Character Parade taking place on Friday at 
10am. You are all invited to join us and to celebrate the creativity and innovation of our 
crafty students and their whānau.  
 
Congratulations - Whakamihi 
Sasha Harwood was successful in her application to the Antarctic Heritage Trust to be an 
Young Inspiring Explorer. There are applicants from all over Canterbury for this exciting 
weekend celebrating a famous Antarctic explorer Frank Worsley who lived in Akaroa over 
100 years ago. Worsley was part of Sir Ernest Shackleton’s Endurance expedition – one 
of the most amazing stories of Antarctic exploration and survival. The weekend will in-
clude lots of fun events designed to get the students out of their comfort zone (like a high 
ropes course and a rafting experience on the Akaroa Harbour) as well as an overnight 
stay on Banks Peninsula. We can’t wait to hear about your great adventure, Sasha! 
 
Duathlon 
It was a perfect day for the Canterbury Duathlon out at Ruapuna Raceway - not much 
wind and a little bit of cloud cover. Over 1,100 athletes in years 5-8 lined up for their  
races, including six keen competitors from Ōhinetahi! A huge congratulations to our  
athletes who raced their hearts out:  
 
Y5 Boys Connor F 61st/148 
Y5 Boys Angus L 123rd/148 
Y6 Girls Sienna B 48th/96 
Y7 Girls Kate R 19th/78 
Y8 Boys Bradan F 48th/126 
Y8 Girls Sasha H 62nd/69 



Whole School Athletics 
TIME AND PLACE - Tuesday 27 October—School Field 
• Events start at 9:00am with the last event (House relays) starting at approx 2:15pm 
• The postponement date is Wednesday 28 October or Thursday 29 - same place and 

time  
 
UNIFORM 
Students are encouraged to wear house colours (Pōhutukawa - red, Tōtara - blue, Nikau 
- green). If they do not have something colourful, then they can wear their uniform. We 
recommend layers - track pants over leggings or shorts, fleece or merino tops or senior 
jackets. A brimmed sunhat and sunscreen are required as well. This is a great chance to 
check that everything is named, including sunscreen.  
 
WHĀNAU VOLUNTEERS 
We would really appreciate additional people to help out on the day. You could either be 
aligned with your child’s house group or you may prefer to be assigned another role. If 
you feel that you would be available for the whole day or part of the day please let me 
know A.S.A.P. Alternatively, if you were not able to be there on the day, perhaps you 
could supply some form of baking to keep the akaiako and volunteers nourished  
throughout the event. 
 
SCHEDULE - These times are a guide only!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are excited about all of our upcoming school events and look forward to seeing you 
all there! 
 
Sun hats & sunscreen 
A reminder that all students must have their brimmed hats to wear each day when they 
are outside. We will help students re-apply sunscreen before they head out for lunch, but 
please ensure they have applied sunscreen before arriving at school in the morning.  
Closing kupu: Mana 
 
At our assembly on Friday, I asked the ākonga what mana means. There were a range of 
answers (respect, strong-hearted) and it is a hard word to describe. For GBS, mana 
aligns with integrity. I am looking forward to collecting the various interpretations over the 
coming weeks as we work together to fully understand what mana is - and what it looks 
like in the classroom, the playground and the community.  
Have a great week! 
 
Noho ora mai, 
Meagan Kelly 
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Calendar 

Mon 19—Fri 23     Book Week 

Monday 26      Labour Day—School Closed 

Tuesday 27      Sports Athletics Day 

Thursday 29      School Photos 

November 

Thursday 5      Zone Athletics 

Friday 13      Show Day—School Closed 

Monday 16      Teacher Work Load Day—School Closed 

December       

Wednesday 2     Canterbury Athletics  

Wed 2—Fri 4      Year 8 Trip to Wellington 

Wednesday 16     Year 8 Leavers Lunch and Pool 

Thursday 17      End of Term Assembly 9.30am 

Friday 18      School Finishes at 12.30pm for end of 2020 

 

Assembly Certificates 

Congratulations to the following students who received certificates in Assembly last 

week. 

Tūī      Ashton, Bella, Arthur and Lucy 

Korimako    Zepplen, Zephyr, Cody and Louis 

Pīwakawaka    Finn R, Louie S, Aria and Meg 

Kererū     Flynn, Alistair, Bethany and Charlie 
 
School Photos 
We have booked in our school photos for Thursday 29 October. Please ensure students 
are in the correct uniform on the day. 
 
Governors Bay Fete 
A huge thank you to the PTA and our school community for helping out at the Fete  
yesterday. 
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Kereru Class 
Last week we had a Food and Nutrition focus across the Senior Team. We were lucky to 
have a food Nutritionist from the 'Food for Thought' programme come in for three  
sessions throughout the week. We looked at the national food recommendations,  
swapping foods out to make healthier choices, how to read the ingredient and nutritional  
information on packaged foods and what food advertising does not tell us! We also had a 
student choice task board that students were able to pick a number of related follow up 
tasks. Below are a few examples of what some of the students did.  
 
Watch this space... we are about to put Gov Bay on the map! As part of our Climate 
Change actions Kate Rayner and Sasha Harwood wrote their own song accompanied by 
ukuleles to educate people and share their message. On Thursday afternoon we found 
out that we have secured funding to professionally produce a music video for this  
amazing song. A department of the Christchurch City Council loves it so much and the 
strong message that it delivers that they have organised a company to work alongside all 
the students in our class to create it. We are looking forward to Rick from Belmont  
Productions coming in to start the planning process with us on Tuesday.  
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Pop Up Penguin 
Wild in Art is bringing a second sculpture trail to Christchurch this summer. In partnership 
with Presenting Partner, Harcourts and with the support of many other sponsors and fun-
ders, Pop Up Penguins will give residents and visitors a fresh opportunity to discover and 
delight in all that makes Ōtautahi special.  

The public art trail will include 50 large penguin sculptures, sponsored by companies and 
decorated by established and emerging artists, along with up to 65 little penguins, deco-
rated by schools as part of the Pop Up Penguins Learning Programme. 

All decorated penguins will be displayed across Christchurch on a public art trail that will 
celebrate all the unique parts of our city. The penguins will highlight themes like climate 
change, community, Antarctica, creativity, innovation and exploration. 

After 10 weeks, out and about in Christchurch, the street sized penguins will be auc-
tioned to raise money for Cholmondeley Children’s Centre. 

Our students each had a part in decorating our penguin. A huge thank you to Angela who 
was the creative advisor. 

Follow https://popuppenguins.co.nz/ to find out more information. 

 



 

CELEBRATION DAY FOR GIRLS 

A ONE DAY WORKSHOP FOR GIRLS AGE 9-12  

SUNDAY 21st FEBRUARY 2021 

Celebration Day for Girls is a one day programme to enlighten, educate and empower 
our daughters about the Menstrual Cycle and their changing body at this time. We have 
found when this is done in a small group in a relaxed, positive and fun atmosphere our 
girls feel more informed and prepared and a strength in a shared experience. We aim to 
equip them with tools, knowledge, confidence, a sense of belonging and honour about 
going forward in this new stage of life. 

When done within a community the ripple effect is profound not just for the girl but her 
family, friends, school and whanau. 

The workshop will be led by trained facilitator Alice Tabak and the numbers are capped  
at ten. The programme includes an evening women’s circle for the mothers/carers and  
an all day workshop for the daughters including healthy snacks and goodie bags.  

CONTACT: Rose 021 239 9371 or rosecollins@gmail.com to find out more or register 
your interest.  
 

Vegan Expo Christchurch 

Haere-Roa (UCSA, 90 Ilam Rd), 10am – 4pm, Sunday, November 8, 2020 

Enjoy great vegan food, watch top veggie chefs display their cooking secrets, learn  
about plant-based living and enjoy celebrating cruelty-free, pro-planet lives with  
Christchurch’s vegetarian and vegan community. Whether you are vegetarian or not,  
you will love the variety of foods and entertainment on offer, which includes a special 
kid’s zone, bouncy castle and activities. 

Eftpos and plenty of free parking will be available. 

Kids free (12 and under), adults $5 if bought online now (veganexpo.co.nz) or $6 on the 
door.    

More info: veganexpo.org.nz 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/veganexpochristchurch 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/veganexpochristchurch 
 

Community Movement classes available in the Bay again this term 

Fitness 6.00-7.00pm on the school field, Yoga 7.00-8.00 pm in the Community Centre, 
Monday nights, Contact Diane Sowerby on Ph.027 608 863., Email: 
amazingmovementnz@gmail.com 
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