
Tēnā koe 

Thank you for your interest in applying for the position as a kaiako | teacher at Te Kura o 
Ōhinetahi | Governors Bay School. We are seeking a fun and empathetic kaiako to teach in 
the middle part of the school. The successful applicant will embrace our school values of: 

● Hauora | Wellbeing 
● Tūrangawaewae | Connections 
● Mana | Integrity 
● Manaakitanga | Respect 

● Te itoito me te kaha | Courage 
● Te kotahitanga i roto to rerekētanga 

| Diversity 

As a kura positioned at the head of Whakaraupō | Lyttelton Harbour and nestled at the base 
of the Port Hills, we take inspiration from our stunning natural environment. Our learning 
experiences revolve around what our backyard can offer us. We are a school of approximately 
85-90 students and have four newly built and refurbished composite learning rooms.  As a 
staff we work hard to design coherent learning opportunities across the school based on the 
four future-focussed concepts that underpin our curriculum:  

● Sustainability 
● Active Citizenship 
● Global Connections 
● Creativity and Innovation 

We are seeking to employ a fully registered teacher who has a strong sense of empathy for 
our young people and a belief in the unique potential of every student to succeed to the best 
of their ability. If you are an inspiring teacher who embraces creativity and diversity, we 
strongly encourage you to apply. 

Proposed timeline for appointment: 

● Applications close at 12:00 pm on Monday 12 October 
● Shortlisting will be completed by Thursday 15 October 
● Interviews will be held on Monday 19 October 

Visits to the school are encouraged. You can contact us by phone or by emailing Rebecca in 
the office (see email address below). Please submit your application form, short CV and cover 
letter to secretary@governorsbay.school.nz 

 
Noho ora mai 
 
Meagan Kelly 
Tumuaki | Principal 
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At Te Kura o Ōhinetahi | Governors Bay School, we are committed to employing people 

who will deliver the best possible outcomes for our students by embracing our school 

values and having a focus on hauora, targeted support and the opportunity to explore 

and extend our knowledge and understanding of the world.  

 

We are looking for a person who: 

● Shows an enthusiasm for teaching and explores and employs a range of teaching 
methods and strategies to promote student achievement and respond to pastoral 
needs within the class 

● Has a teaching philosophy and pedagogy that encourages and recognises success 
inside and outside of the classroom 

● Shows courage as a teacher and learner, someone who is willing to step outside of 
their comfort zone to reflect on their practice and make changes to improve student 
outcomes 

● Listens to and respects the child’s voice 

● Shows warmth towards children and whānau and celebrates the differences between 
us 

● Communicates professionally and positively with ākonga, whānau and other staff 

● Uses creativity and innovation when planning for and delivering learning 

● Can design and deliver effective inquiry-led teaching and learning experiences across 
multiple curriculum levels and can be flexible about where they teach 

● Uses digital technologies to enhance learning and is willing to grow their skills in this 
area 

● Is willing to engage in collaborative planning within the team and across the kura 

● Endeavours to use and promote te reo and tikanga Māori and seeks out learning to 
improve their practice, as a learner and role model 

● Is a reflective practitioner who seeks to better understand themselves and change 
their practice for the better 

● Engages with the “life” in the school - events, community, the arts, sports, etc.  

● Is relaxed, caring and fun! 
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School Context 
 
Te Kura o Ōhinetahi | Governors Bay School is a full primary school for students Years 1 to 8. 
The school currently has four classrooms, a library, a collaborative space for drama, arts and 
extension activities, an administration block, large playing fields and a ball court area. The 
school has been part of the Christchurch Schools’ Rebuild on ‘Wave 4’ since 2016 and the 
construction of a new two-classroom building was completed at the start of Term 4, 2019. The 
renovation of the junior classrooms is complete and the administration block is currently 
being refurbished and expected to be completed by the end of Term 4, 2020. We are currently 
using the library as our office and the collaborative space as a resource storeroom! 
 
The school makes the most of its environment including the large vegetable beds that are 
tended to by students and significant fruit trees on the boundaries that provide seasonal 
produce. Students enjoy swimming in the heated community pool directly adjacent to the 
school in Terms 1 and 4. The school maximises the use of the community centre over the road 
for a variety of activities such as assemblies, performances and for Health and Physical 
Education activities.  
 
Students are taught in composite classes and teachers use a range of high quality teaching 
practices to differentiate for students’ strengths, needs and interests. Students belong to one 
of three houses - Nikau, Pōhutukawa or Tōtara - and House Captains lead and organise 
activities and competitions and encourage a strong sense of belonging and pride in all 
students. 
 
The school is governed soundly by the Board of Trustees, with the focus for every student to 
achieve their highest possible educational and social potential. The school benefits from a 
mutually respectful partnership with its active Parent Teacher Association (PTA) who develop 
a strong community through the many school activities, events and initiatives they initiate and 
run. 
 
The Board of Trustees has identified the following hopes and aspirations for the school. 

● To be a school that identifies with, and celebrates the diversity of ākonga/ students 
across our school and all ākonga |students experience success through a dynamic 
learning environment developed through a broad curriculum. 

● We do everything we can to develop happy, resilient, courageous and healthy 
individuals who are confident, passionate life long learners with a future focus to 
participate as global citizens. 

● Our school is a place where ākonga |students have a strong sense of belonging; our 
children are at the very centre of everything we do. 

 
Staff voice expressed strongly that there is a desire to focus on embracing, celebrating, 

embedding and sustaining cultural awareness and practices. 
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Curriculum 
 
The Governors Bay School Curriculum Delivery Plan provides clear direction and expectations 
for high quality teaching and learning.  It reflects the school community’s expectations and 
values.  An annual planning process ensures that all areas of the curriculum continue to be 
responsive to students’ interests, strengths and needs. 
 
Teaching and learning revolve around four future-focussed concepts:  

● Sustainability 
● Active Citizenship 
● Global Connections 
● Creativity and Innovation 

 
Governors Bay School Board of Trustees priority foci relating to the National Education Goals 
are: 

● Development of the knowledge, understanding and skills needed by New 
Zealanders to compete successfully in the modern ever-changing world. 

● Respect for the diverse ethnic and cultural heritage of New Zealand people, with 
acknowledgment of the unique place of Māori, and New Zealand’s role in the Pacific 
and as a member of the international community of nations. 

● Success in their learning, for those with special needs (support and enrichment) by 
ensuring that they are identified and receive appropriate support. 

● The highest standards of achievement, through programmes, which enable all 
students to realise their full potential as individuals, and to develop the values 
needed to become full members of New Zealand’s society. 

● A broad education through a balanced curriculum covering essential learning 
areas.  Priority will be given to the development of high levels of competence 
(knowledge and skills) in literacy and numeracy, science and technology and 
physical activity. 

● Excellence achieved through the establishment of clear learning objectives, 
monitoring student performance against those objectives, and programmes to 
meet individual needs. 
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